DEMOCRATIC MNATIOMNAL COMNYENTION

PrOCEDURAL RULES OF THE 2008 DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION
Fhve followemny Procedural Rules shall serve ae the Temipovary Rules of Procedre for the 2008 Democratic Natiomal
Comvertion and are recommended 1o the Rules Comminee and to the Comvention as the Permangnt Rules of

Procedure for the comduct of the 2008 Democraric Navional Convennion,

{Adopted by the Democratic Mational Committee. February 3, 2007)

A, Temporary Chair

1. The Mational Chairperson of the Democratic Mational Committes shall call the Convention to

order and shall preside until the Permanent Chair of the Convention shall be chosen in accordance
with these rules.

[}

The National Chairperson of the Democratic Matkonal Committes shall appoint a Temporary
Secretary and such other temporary officers as may be required 1o assist in the conduct of the
business of the Convention. These officers chall be comsposed equally of men and women.

B. Temporary Rolk

. The Secretary of the Depwocratic National Commities shall determine & Temporary Roll of
delegates to the Convention which shall consist only of thoss persons selected and certified as
delegates in accordance with the Rules and pursuant to this Call, unless a credentiale contest shalf
have arisen with respect to any such person(s). in which case the Secretary shall inchude on the
Temporary Roll the name of the credentials contestant recommendad for inclusion by the
Credentials Commitzes in its repon.

Persons whose pames are included on the Temporary Roll of delegates shall be perminted 1o vote
on all matters before the Convention until after the adoption of the report of the Credentials
Committes: provided that no person shall be permined to vote on his or her credentials contest

C.  Onder of Business: The order of business for the Democratic National Convention shall be as provided
these rubes and in any special order of business adopeed umder Section D of these nules. The Chair of the
Coirvention imay, At appropriate tinwes, intermapt the order of business provided for in these rules fior
inroduetions. announcements, sddresses, presentarions, resobutions of tribute and appreciation, or remarks
appropriate o the businegss of the Convention.
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1.

=]

Report of the Committes on Credentialy: The Report of the Credentials Commires shall be acted
upan before the consideration of ather businzss.

The Temporary Chair shall rcognize the Chair of the Credentials Commimee for up to
thirty (307 minutes 1o present the commines"s report unless.a longer period of time
shall be provided in a special order of business agreed upon by the Convention. The
Chair of the committes may presenl commities amendments. yvield part of his or her
time 1o others and may yvield for the presentation and disposition of minarity reports
withowt losing the right o the floor.

The Temporary Chair shall arraige For the orderly presentation of amendments and of
minarity reports offered a1 the direction of the commines, Twenty (200 minuses shall
be allowed for the presentation of aach committes amendment or mnority report
unless a longer period for any committes amendment or minority report is provided in
special orders of business agreed to by the Convention. Time shall be allorted equally
b proponénts and opponents of each committes smendment or minority report, The
guestions shall be put o ench committee amendment of minerity report immedianely
folbowing its presentation without interveaing motion.

L'pon conclusion of the consideration and disposition of commines amendments and
mingily reports, the Temporary Chair shall put the question on the sdoption of the
report of the Credentials Committee with amendments previously adopeed, if any,
without intervening motion. A favorable majority vote of the Convention delegates
eligible 10 vote shall constinae adoption of the repor.

I the event that the comminiee’s report shall not be adopted when the guestion |s pat,
the committee shall immediztely reconvene to reconsider its repon snd shall present a
new report 1o the Convention as soon as possible.

Report of Rules Comminge: The Temporary Chair may then recognize the Chair of the Rules
Committee 1o present the commitiee’s repor for the Rules of the Convention and minority reports.
if any, in the sumne manner as that provided for the presentation of the Repost of the Credentials
Committee. However, the Temporary Chadr may., in the imterest of conducting an orderty
progeeding, opt to piace before the Convention the ebection of the Permanent Chair, the Co-Chairs
aid the Secretary. prior to the presentation of the Rules Commitiee repon,

Convention Chair: The Convention shall proceed 1o eleet the Permanent Convention Chair in the
following manner:

B

In socordance with the requirements of the 1984 Democratic National Convention
Resolution which calls for alternating the Convention Chair by gender, the Permanent
Chair of the 2008 Democratic National Convention shall be a female,

The Chair of the Rubes Committes shall be recognized 1o offer a nominarion for
Convention Chair as recommended by the Committee on Rules, Nominations from the
flosar shall then be received.

When there are no further nominations or wupen adoption of a motion 1o close
nominations. the Temporary Chair of the Convention shall conduet & vote for
Perinanent Convention Chair.

A majority vole of the delegaies present and voting shall be required 1o elect the
Convention Chair. Balloting shall continue until a Chair is elected. The Permanent
Chair shall then take the gavel.
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4. Convention Co-Chairs: The Convention shall proceed o elect Co-Chairs and a Secretary in the
same manner in which it elected the Chair. The Co-Chairs shall be divided equally between men
and women.

3. Commiree on Plaform: The Permanent Chair shall recognize the Chair of the Platform
Committee to present the committee s repart and mmonity reports, if any. in the same manner &5
that provided for the presenations of the reports of the Credentials and Rulbes Committees.

6.  Nemipation of the Democeatic Candidare for President: The Permanent Chair shall pecejve
noeminarions from the floor for the Democratic candidate for the Office of Presidesy of the United
Staes in the following manner:

LN

Requests o nominate a presidential candidate shall be in writing and shall have affived
theretn the written approval of the proposed nominee &nd the name of the individuals
wha shall be recognized to make the nominatmg and seconding speeches on behalf of a
presidential candidate and shall be delivered 1o the Convention Secretary at a location
as specified by the Secretary no lavér than 6:00 p.m. of the day preceding the day
designated for the commencement of presidential nominations.,

Each such request must be accompanied by a petition indicating suppon for the
proposed nominge signed by delegates representing not less than 300 or more than 600
delegate votes, not more than 50 of which may come from one (1) delegation. A
delegate may not sign more than one (1) nommating petition for president and for vics
presdént.

The order for nominating presidential candidares shall be determined by the Mational
Chairperson of the Democratic National Commitise, the Permanent Chakr of the
Convention and each presidential candidate, or his or her suthorized representative,
who qualifies to be nominated pursuant wo this section

Each presidential candidate shall be allowed a weal of rventy (300 minutes for the
presentation of his or her name in nomination by nominating and seconding speeches.
the time 1o mun without interruption from the recognition of te fofmiRalor,

Delegates and alternates shall mainain order during and following nominations for the
Office of President and demonstrations shall not be permitted.

7. Roll Call for Presidential Candidate:

After nominations for presidential candidates have closed. the Convention shall
proceed 10 a rall cafl vote by states on the selection of the presidential candidage. The
radl call voting shall follow the alphabetical order of the states with the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico and the territories rested as states for the purpose of the
nlphahetical roll call.

A majority vote of the Convention"s delegates shall be required 1o nom inate the
presidential candidate.

Delegates may vote for the candidate of their chodoe whether or not the nanse of such
candidate was placed in nomination, Any vobe ¢ast other than a vote for 2 presidential
candidate meering the requirements of Article VI of this Call and Rule 12.K. of the
2008 Delegate Selection Rules shiali be considered a vote for "Present ™

Balloting will continue until 2 nominee s selected. The nominee shall become the
candidare of the Democratic Party of the United States for the Office of President upon
the conctusion of his or her acceptance speech.
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Acceptance Speech by Presidential Candidate: Immedistely after the selection of the Democratic
nominee for President. the Permanent Chair shall invite the nominee 1o deliver an accepiance
speech 1o the Convention,

Nomiyation for the Democratic Candidate for Vice President: The selection of 8 nominee for the
Orfice of Vice President of the United $ates shall be conducted in the same manner s that
hererofiore provided for the selection of the pominee for President of the United States exicept that
& raguest 10 nominate must be delivered 1o the Convention Secretary at 8 location as specified by
the Sseretany not bater than 2:00 a.m. of the day designated for the commencement of Vice
Presidential pominations,

Raoli Call Ballot for Vice Presidential Candidate:

a.  After nominations for Vice Presidential candidates have closed, the Conventioe shall
proceed 1o a roll call vote by stmes on the selection of the Viee Presidential candidae,

The roll call voting procedure shall be conducied in the same manner a5 thar heretatare
provided for the selection of the nominee for Presicdent of the United States,

b A majority vote of the Convention's delegases shall be requived to select the Vice
Presidential candidate. Delegates may vote for the candidate of their choice whether or
not the name of such candidate was placed in nomination, Balleting will continue until
after & nominee is seleceed,

Acceprance Speech by Vice Presidential Candidate: Inimedizstely after the selection of the
Democratic nominee for Vice President, thie Permanemst Chair shall invite the nominee to deliver
an seceplance speech fo the Convention. The nomines shall become the candidate of the
Democratic Party of the Unired Staes for the office of Vice President upon complesion of his or
her acceptance speech 1o the Convenlion.

D. Special Orders of Business: It shall be in order at any time for the Rules Committes at the request of the
Chair of the Convention, or pursuint to its rules, 1o report & resolution proveding a special ordir of business
for debate of any resolution, mation, commistee report or minarity repart or fior the consideration of any

A0,

E. Powers and Dutics of the Chair:

F

L.

Woring:

It shall be the responsibility of the Chair 1 conduet and expedite the business of the Convention
apd 10 preserve order and decoram in its procesdings.

The Chair is authorized 1o appoint such Convention officers o may be reguired 1o assist in the
conduct of the business of the Convention, such officers 1o be composed equally of men and
wikien; 1o appoint any delegate temporarily to perform the duties of te Chair: and to take such
Tawful action as may be necessary and appropriate 1o preserve order throughowt the Convention
Hall; and 1o take any other actions consistént with the Charter and the Bylaws of the Democratic
Pamy of the United Staves and this Call.

Secrel Ballot: No secret ballots shall be permirted at any stage of the Convention or its commines
proceedings.

Prowy Voting: Neither delegate nor alternate delegate votes may be ¢ast by proay.
Roll Call ¥Wotes:

a. Vating shall be by voice vobe or, when prescribed by these rules, by roll call vose. The
roll call votmg shall follow the seder as specified in Article VIILC 7.8 A roll cail vote
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shall also be bad if the Chair 15 in doubt or upon demand of any delegate supporad by
twenfy percent (20%%) of the Convention’s delegates as evidenced by one of the
following methods:

I} A pefition submitted fo the Chair indicating suppost of the demand by
delegations which comprise net less than twenty percent (20%) of the
Convention’s delegates. In the case of the petition i support of & demand for o
rollcall vote, 3 delegation shal] be mken to suppont the demand if o majority of
it defegates have signad a petition to do so

2} By the rising in supportof the demand by not less than twenty percent (200 of
the delegaies present.

When a roll eall vote is ardered, the roll call shall be calied by states, and the Chair of
each delegation or his or her designee shall neport the wote of his or ber delegation and
shall send to the Convention Secretary a tafly showing the vore of esch member of his
or her delegation mdicating whether such vote was cast in person or by an alternate.
Such roll call wores may be conducted by having the Chair for each debegation report
by wlephone, or electronic voting mechanism, the vote of his or her delegation 1 the
rostrum, provided that the telephone poll shall not be used in the bailotng for the
Presidential and Vice Presidential nominees. Business shall be permited 10 proceed
during the telephone roll call and votes may be conducted by electronic mechanizm.
After each official vote, the Delegation Chair shall record and tally votes of the
delegation on officisl roll call tally sheets provided by the Convention Secretary, All
official roll call 1ally sheets shall be urned in 1o the Convention Secretary ata
speecified location not more than thirty (300 minwtes after the close of each voting
period,

All delegases to the National Convention pledied to a presidential candidare shall in all
good conscience refiect the sentiments of those who elected them.

In the case where a pledged delegate i not on the floor of the Convention Hall ar the
time a vode i taken, An allemate mav be desipnated according wo the ales to chst the
vote. In no case may an altemate cast a vote for a delegate allocated under LF., LG..
LH. or LI of this Call,

O a roll call vote by states, the vote cast on behalf of o delegation may be challenged
by communication tothe Convention Secretary by t2lephone or cther means by any
voting member of that stme’s delegation within ten ( 100 minutes after the Convertion
Secretary's announcement of the stabe’s vote. The votes of thar delegation shall then be
reconded as polled without regard to-any stare kaw, party rule, resolution or instruction
binding the delegation or any member thereof to vote for or against any candidate or
proposition. The Convention Chair may send a parliamentarion to the delegation 10
conduct tie poll. Arthe discretion ¢f the Convention Chair, the rall call may continue
instead of waiting for the resuit of the polling.

On a roll call vote conducied by telephone or other electronic vering mechanism. the
viote of a delegation as shown on the video profection system may be challenged by
communication to the Convention Secretary by telephone or other means by any voting
mermber of the delegation withm ten { 10} minutes after the delegarion’s vote is shown
on the screen.

A demand 1o poll a delegarion may be withdrwn at any time before the acrual polling
has egun,
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4. Intesruption of Wote: When the question has besn put. the vote thereon may not be imerrupted for
any purpose other than a demand for a roll call vose or 2 point of order directed 10 te conduct of
the vz,

5. Determination of Question: Except as otherwise provided in these rules, all questions, mehuding
the question of nominations of candidates for President and Vice President of the United States,
shall be determined by a mjority vote of the delegates ro the Convention,

- Filling a Vacancy on the National Ticket: In the event of death. resignasion or disability of a nominee of the

Party for President or Vice President after the adjourmment of the National Convention, the Natioral
Chairperson of the Democratic National Commintee shall confer with the Democratic leadership of the
United States Congress and the Democratic Govemors Associntion and shall repont to the Demoeratic
Satkonal Committee, which is authorized 1o fill the vacancy or vacancies.

Interpretation of the Rules; In interpreting the rules, the Chair may have recourse 1o the ruting of Chairs of
previous Demacraric Conventions, to the precedents of the United States House of Represenatives and o
general parlianrentary law.

Appeals:

1. The Chair shall decide all questions of order subject to an appeal by any delegase which may be
debated for not more than ten (100 minuges. the time 1 be squally divided between the debegare
appealing the ruling and a delegate in favor of sustaining the ruling of the Chair, provided that an
appeal shall not be in order while another appeal is pending or from desisions on recognition or
from decisions on dilatoriness of motions or during a roll call vote or on 3 question on which an
appeal has Just been decided or, when in the apinion of the Chair, such sppeal is clearly dilasory

[F]

Before the question is pul on any appeal, the Chair shall ba entitled to state briefly the reasons for
the ruling being appeated.

Motion to Suspend the Rules: The Chair shall enertin & mation to suspend the rules. which shall be
dechled without debate and which shall require a vote of two thirds (2/3) of the delegates voling, & quorum
being present.

- Motion:

I, Noquestion of privilege or any mation other than those provided under these rubes shall be
entertained, except the motion to recess (50 fime centain or a1 the call of the Chairl, which shall
be privileged, and the motion to adjourn, which shall be the highest privilege,

b

Mutions to adjourt o fo recess shall be in order ot any time except when the question has bean pat
O & vobe is m progress and shall be decided without debate. The Chiair shall nof entertain a motion
to adjourn or recess when such motion clossly follows another such motion it In the opinion of the
Chair such mozion is dilatory.

Anendments: No amendments to resolutions or motions before the Convention shall be perritted. except
dmensdrients 10 standing commitiee reports or resclutions offered at the direction of the standing commires
or in @ minority report of that standing committes; provided that no motion or propesition on a subject
different from that under consideration shall be admirted in the form of such an amendmest.

Minerity Reports: Minarity reports of committees shall not be considered unless adopred in writing by
members repeesenting at least twensy percent { 20% ) of the total vores of a committes. A minority

sy be withdrawn at any time prior fo or during the Convention. A minority report shall be deened 1 be
withidrawn when support for the repor falls below the number of members representing iwenty percent
1205} of the total votes of the standing comminee & evidenced by the writhen withdrawal of support by
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proponents of the report. A commifize member may withdraw his or her suppor for a minornty repor by
written notice 1o the Secretary of the Democratic National Committee,

Hesponsibility: By participating in the Democratie National Convention, each delegate assumes the
responsibility for doing all within his or her power to assure that voters of his or her state will have the
epportunity to cast their slection ballots for the Presidential and Viee Presidential nominess ssleced by the
Convention or. shoubd a vacancy arise. pursuant so Article VIILG. of these mules, and expressiy agrees that
he or she will not publicly support or campaign for any candidate for President or Vice President other than
the pominges of the Democratic Nanonz! Convention, or, shoukd a vacancy arise, the nominee(s) selected
pursuant to Asieke VIILG,

Diebate: Unbess otherwise provided in these rules or in a resolution providing Tora special order of
buziness, debute on any question shall be limited to a total of raenty (200 mimutzs and shall be equally
divided between proponents and opponents unless they and the Chair agree upon an additional or lesser
armount of tirme.

Ceorum: A majority of the delegaies to the Convention shall constituie 2 quoram thereof” for the purpose of
ransacting business. Upon a point of order of no quorum being made, the Chair shail ascertan the pressnce
or absence of & quornm by visual estimation and shall no procead until & quorum i pressnt: provided that
1 motion o adjourn may be offered and voted upan without a quoram present,

References 1o the “Chair™: All references to the authority and responstbilities of the “Chair shall perain
to the Temporary Chair, the Permanent Chair, the Co-Chairs and any other person assuming the duties of
the Chair as appropriate during the Convention.

Equal Divisson: The Charter of the Democranic Party of the United States provides that the National
Convention shall be composed of delegates and alremares equally divided between men and women. This
Call in complisnce with the Chaner, and pursuant to Rule 6.C, of the 2008 Delegate Selection Rules.
mandates that delegates and alternates from each state and jurisdiction shall be equally divided berween
men and wioenes with 4 varance of no move than ooe (1),

Mon-Discrimination: Discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, cobor, creed, national origin, religlon,
ethnie identiry, sexual orientation; economic status o physical disability in the conduct of Democratic
Party affairs is prohibited.

Territories: The term “territorses” shall refer 1o American Samoa, Democrats Abeoad, Guam and the Virgin
Islands in this Catl.

lournal of Proceedings:

1. A record of all actions taken each day by the Convention shall be printed and made available 1o all
delegates and alternates the following day by the Convention Secretary.

2. The Secretary of the Democratic National Committes will provide a journal of the full
proceedings of the Convention, which shall be printed within the vear following the Convension



