
MEMORIAL RESOLUTION IN HONOR OF W. RAYMOND COLLEY 


WHEREAS the Democratic Party of Virginia would like to honor our good friend and longtime party official W. Raymond (“Ray”) Colley; and

WHEREAS Ray was elected as Second Vice Chair of the Democratic Party of Virginia  at its state convention in 1980 and served in that post until his retirement in June 2001, after twenty one years of dedicated and outstanding leadership; and

WHEREAS we regard Ray as the Father of the Virginia Democratic Party Plan, as well as one of its staunchest defenders, because he was responsible for rewriting the Plan in accordance with the Democratic Party’s principles of fairness, openness, and inclusion; and he always made himself available to all Democrats to explain clearly and help implement its provisions; and

WHEREAS the Virginia Democratic Party extensively relied on him to prepare delegate selection plans for state and national conventions; to draft Calls to conventions; to lead various training sessions at the state and local levels conducted by the Party; to advise the State Party Chair, District Chairs and county/city chairs on matters regarding Party procedures; and to work with the Party counsel and parliamentarian; and

WHEREAS his responsibilities also included service as the founder and chair of the State Central Committee’s first standing Committee on Resolutions after the Party Plan was amended in 1998, a role he carried out with fairness and dedication, developing an admirable procedure which insured that information on resolutions and the committee’s recommendations were made available to all Central Committee members prior to voting; and

WHEREAS Ray drafted amendments to the Party Plan for adoption by the Central

Committee and additionally prepared letters and documents for transmittal to the Voting Section, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice, as required under the Voting Rights Act, to be reviewed by the Department of Justice for compliance with all federal civil rights legislation and cleared for use and dissemination by the Democratic Party of Virginia; and 

WHEREAS Ray’s long service as a Vice Chair and membership on the Central

Committee’s Steering Committee took place under ten Party State Chairs, each of whom has expressed appreciation for his help in Party operations; and his service brought further expressions of appreciation over the years from Virginia Democratic officials, including Governors, Lieutenant Governors, Attorneys General, U. S. Senators, and members of the U.S. House of Representatives; and

WHEREAS he also served as a member of the Democratic National Committee and the Association of State Democratic Chairs and Vice Chairs during part of his service as Second Vice Chair, often attending meetings in distant cities, especially those of the DNC Rules and Bylaws Committee, and also represented Virginia at Democratic national conventions; and

WHEREAS he was the Chair of the Eighth Democratic District Committee of which he was an elected member from 1974 to 1981, continuing as an active member after he became Second Vice Chair of the State Central Committee; and

WHEREAS Ray was a member of the Fairfax County Democratic Committee and its

Steering Committee and the Mount Vernon Democratic Committee; and always joined in the activities to support local candidates and campaigns, to raise funds for those candidates, and support grassroots efforts to help ensure Democratic success at the polls; and

WHEREAS even after his retirement as Vice Chair, Ray continued to participate in party affairs and assist his successor in addressing convention, rules, and sometimes complex procedural issues; and

WHEREAS Ray credited his many years’ devotion to our Party to inspiration from his father, who was a precinct chair, community leader and public servant in a county of the Fightin’ Ninth Congressional District; and

WHEREAS Ray’s regular employment spanned forty two years of service to the Federal government, mostly in the legislative branch and also included two years in the Executive Branch during President Johnson’s Administration on the executive assistant’s staff of Postmasters General Larry F. O’Brien and Marvin Watson; and

WHEREAS his legislative service began in 1955 when he was administrative assistant to former Congressman W. Pat Jennings of the Fightin’ Ninth District for twelve years; and then was administrative assistant and later Deputy Clerk of the House of Representatives for approximately 25 years, working for four House Clerks and under five Speakers of the House; and during that period managed legislative, financial, contracting, and administrative operations for the House; and he also attended many conferences of the American Association of Legislative Clerks and Secretaries (composed of the 50 state legislatures’ senate and house clerks and secretaries), who made Ray an honorary member of their Association; and 

WHEREAS born April 23, 1929 in Dickenson County, Virginia, Ray was the son of Granville J. and Bessie Owens Colley, and was raised in Breaks, Virginia; and he attended high school in Grundy, Virginia; and 

WHEREAS he was the first member of his family to attend college, and graduated from Berea College, Kentucky in 1951, where, like all students there, he worked through school, in his case as a bellhop and desk clerk at the school’s Boone Tavern Inn; he also edited the college newspaper and yearbook; and he served as past president of the Washington Area Berea College Alumni club; and 

WHERAS before moving to Northern Virginia 1955, Ray served as a staff writer for The Roanoke Times, reporting on government and politics; and

WHEREAS he enlisted in the Army during the Korean War and served two years, with subsequent service in the Army Reserves and eventual honorable discharge as a Captain; and 

WHEREAS he was regularly active in his community, and served as President of the Waynewood Community Civic Association, Waynewood Elementary School PTA, and Fort Hunt High School PTA; and

WHEREAS in September of 2001, the Democratic Party of Virginia unanimously passed a resolution expressing its deep appreciation to W. Raymond Colley for his extraordinary record and dedicated service; and

WHEREAS Ray passed away on May 3, 2011 in Fairfax, Virginia following several years of affliction with Alzheimer’s Disease; and

WHEREAS he is survived by his loving family, including his wife of over 60 years, his college sweetheart, the former Alice Mildred Hook, two sons, Mark D. Colley, a partner with Arnold & Porter in Washington, D.C., and David R. Colley of Long Beach CA, a financial advisor with Waddell & Reed, as well as daughter-in-law Deborah Harsch and granddaughter Arden Colley, both of Alexandria; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Virginia Democratic Party unanimously

reaffirms  its deep appreciation to W. Raymond Colley for his extraordinary record and dedicated service as citizen and civil servant; and for his devoted work and great expenditures of time, energy, and resources on behalf of the Democratic Party and its programs, objectives and candidates; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the State Central Committee dedicate to Ray this June 4, 2011 meeting, being held in Blacksburg Virginia in Ray’s native Fighting Ninth Congressional District; and 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that we convey our sympathy to Ray’s wife Alice to whom we also owe much thanks for her quiet and unassuming help to Ray and to his colleagues, and also to his loving family.

Proposed for Adoption by the Democratic Party of Virginia State Central Committee, June 4, 2011

The Democratic Party of Virginia notes that:

Ray’s family suggested that contributions in his memory may be made to Berea College, CPO 2216, Berea, KY 40404, or to the Democratic Party of Virginia, 1710 East Franklin Street, Richmond, VA 23223.

Democratic Party members and friends may individually express their condolences at the Washington Post Guestbook at http://www.legacy.com/guestbook/washingtonpost/guestbook.aspx?n=w-colley&pid=150945456.
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