Resolution Honoring the Life of Nelson Mandela

WHEREAS, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela was one of the most inspirational leaders of our times; and 

WHERAS, with great personal courage and at great personal sacrifice, he fought for freedom and equality for the people of South Africa; and

WHEREAS, as South Africa’s first democratically elected president, President Mandela lead the creation of a reconciled, non-racial, democratic state, and set an example for leaders throughout the world; and,

WHEREAS, his influence went well beyond his home country, and he was a leader in the struggle for democracy internationally and the promotion of a culture of peace throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, President Mandela also was dedicated to the service of humanity, in the fields of conflict resolution, race relations, promotion and protection of human rights, reconciliation, gender equality and the rights of children and other vulnerable groups, as well as the improvement of poor and underdeveloped communities; and

WHEREAS, his contributions to world peace and democracy have been honored, including by the award of the Nobel Peace Prize; and 

WHEREAS, President Barak Obama has recognized that:  “Through his fierce dignity and unbending will to sacrifice his own freedom for the freedom of others, Madiba transformed South Africa -- and moved all of us.  His journey from a prisoner to a President embodied the promise that human beings -- and countries -- can change for the better.  His commitment to transfer power and reconcile with those who jailed him set an example that all humanity should aspire to, whether in the lives of nations or our own personal lives.  And the fact that he did it all with grace and good humor, and an ability to acknowledge his own imperfections, only makes the man that much more remarkable.”  

WHEREAS, we join with as President in stating that: “we have lost one of the most influential, courageous, and profoundly good human beings that any of us will share time with on this Earth.  He no longer belongs to us -- he belongs to the ages.”

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Democratic Party of Virginia celebrates the life and honors the passing of Nelson Mandela.  We pause and give thanks for the fact that Nelson Mandela lived -- a man who took history in his hands, and bent the arc of the moral universe toward justice.  
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