Resolution on the Virginia State Senate

Whereas, in November, 2011, Virginia voters elected an Senate that is equally divided between Democrats and Republicans, and

Whereas, the forty Members of the Virginia State Senate will convene in January 2012 to reorganize its committee structure; and

Whereas, the Virginia Constitution provides Lt. Governor Bolling with limited powers to break tie votes in the Senate, and

Whereas, Lt. Governor Bolling is not an elected Member of the Senate; and

Whereas, Lt. Governor Bolling has declared his intention to vote on the reorganization of the Senate’s committees; and 

Whereas, the Lt. Governor’s vote on committee reorganization would result in Republican control of every Senate Committee, despite the fact that Virginia’s citizens elected an evenly-divided Senate; and

Whereas, the previous time the Senate was evenly divided, the Democratic Lt. Governor did not vote on reorganization matters, and the Members of the Senate reached an agreement to divide control of Senate committees equally between Republicans and Democrats, 

Therefore, Be it resolved that the Democratic Party of Virginia State Central Committee  urges the Virginia State Senate to equitably share the membership on each committee, as well as the number of committee chairmanships, between Democrats and Republicans.

Drafted by members of the Arlington County Democratic Committee

Introduced by Frank Leone

