
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION IN HONOR OF W. RAYMOND COLLEY 


WHEREAS, the Democratic National Committee wishes to honor W. Raymond (“Ray”) Colley of Virginia for his dedicated service to his country as a citizen and a civil servant; and for his devoted work and great expenditures of time, energy, and resources on behalf of the Democratic Party and its programs, objectives and candidates; and

WHEREAS, Ray was born on April 23, 1929 in Dickenson County, Virginia; and 

WHERAS, after graduating from high school in Grundy, Virginia, he became the first member of his family to attend college, and graduated from Berea College, Kentucky in 1951, where he worked through school as a bellhop and desk clerk at the school’s Boone Tavern Inn; and

WHERAS, before moving to Northern Virginia 1955, Ray served as a staff writer for The Roanoke Times, reporting on government and politics; and

WHEREAS, he enlisted in the Army during the Korean War and served two years, with subsequent service in the Army Reserves and honorable discharge as a Captain; and 

WHEREAS, Ray dedicated forty two years of service to the Federal government, including two years in the Executive Branch during President Johnson’s Administration as part of the executive assistant’s staff of Postmasters General Larry F. O’Brien and Marvin Watson; and

WHEREAS, his legislative service began in 1955 when he served for 12 years as administrative assistant to former Congressman W. Pat Jennings of Virginia’s “Fightin’ Ninth” Congressional District; and he then was administrative assistant and later Deputy Clerk of the United States House of Representatives for approximately 25 years, working for four House Clerks and under five Speakers of the House; and during that period managed legislative, financial, contracting, and administrative operations for the House; and 

WHEREAS, the Democratic Party of Virginia regards Ray as the Father of its Party Plan, as well as one of its staunchest defenders, because he was responsible for rewriting the Plan in accordance with the Democratic Party’s principles of fairness, openness, and inclusion; and he always made himself available to all Democrats to explain clearly and help implement its provisions; and

WHEREAS, Ray was elected as Second Vice Chair of the Democratic Party of Virginia at its state convention in 1980 and served in that post until his retirement in June 2001, serving under ten State Party Chairs, and continued to participate in party affairs after his retirement, and also served the founder and chair of the State Central Committee’s first standing Committee on Resolutions from 1998-2001; and

WHEREAS, he also served as a member of the Democratic National Committee and the Association of State Democratic Chairs during part of his service as Second Vice Chair, often attending meetings, especially those of the DNC Rules and Bylaws Committee, and also represented Virginia at Democratic National Conventions; and

WHEREAS, Ray also served as a member of the Fairfax County Democratic Committee and its Steering Committee and as a member of the Eighth Congressional District Democratic Committee and as its Chair, and always joined in grassroots efforts to support Democratic candidates; and

WHEREAS, Ray passed away on May 3, 2011 in Fairfax, Virginia following several years of affliction with Alzheimer’s Disease; and

WHEREAS, the Democratic Party of Virginia honored Ray with a resolutions passed in September 2001 and June 2011 and dedicated its June 2011 Central Committee meeting, held in Blacksburg, Va., to him.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Democratic National Committee honor the life of Ray Colley and offer its condolences to his wife of over 60 years, his college sweetheart, the former Alice Mildred Hook, his two sons, Mark D. Colley and David R. Colley, as well as daughter-in-law Deborah Harsch and granddaughter Arden Colley.
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